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Airworthiness Directive

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

Amendment 39-4312; AD 81-04-05 R1

Airworthiness Directives; Piper Model PA-23, PA-23-235 and PA-23-250 Airplanes
AGENCY: Federal Aviation Administration, DOT

DATES: Effective February 11, 1982.

Regulatory Information

81-04-05 R1 PIPER: Amendment 39-4040 as amended by amendment 39-4312. Applies to the following
Piper PA-23 Series airplanes certificated in all categories:

PA-23 S/N 23-1thru 23-2046
PA-23-235 S/N 27-505 thru 27-622
PA-23-250 S/N 27-1 thru 27-504

PA-23-250 (6 place)  S/N 27-2000 thru 27-8054059

(a) To prevent malfunctioning of the flaps comply with the following:

(1) For all referenced airplanes except PA-23-250s (6 place) above S/N 27- 7405300, inspect the flap-spar
hinge attachment areas for cracks and repair if necessary in accordance with the instructions paragraph
of Piper Service Letter No. 853 dated June 8, 1979, or equivalent as follows:

(i) Airplanes with more than 2000 hours in service but not exceeding 3000 hours, inspect and repair if
necessary within the next 100 hours in service and thereafter at intervals not to exceed 100 hours in
service since the last inspection.

(ii) Airplanes with more than 3000 hours in service, inspect and repair if necessary, within the next 50
hours in service, unless already inspected within the last 50 hours in service, and thereafter at intervals
not to exceed 100 hours in service since the last inspection.
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(2) When the flaps are replaced by the appropriate flaps in accordance with the part numbers in the
Materials Required section in Piper Service Letter No. 853 dated June 8, 1979, or equivalent, further
compliance with (a) is not required.

(b) To prevent malfunctioning of the flap control system, comply with the following:

(1) For all referenced airplanes, inspect the flap control system for cracks and repair if necessary in
accordance with steps 1 through 13 under "instructions" in Piper Service Bulletin No. 671 dated October
20, 1980 or equivalent, and alter in accordance with step 9, as follows:

(i) Airplanes with more than 1000 hours in service but not exceeding 2000 hours, comply with (b)(1)
within the next 100 hours in service, unless already accomplished.

(i) Airplanes with more than 2000 hours in service, comply with (b)(1) within the next 50 hours in
service, unless already accomplished.

(2) After the bellcrank, Piper Number 16423-00, is reassembled in accordance with 4e in Service Bulletin
671, conduct a visual inspection of the bellcrank for cracks at intervals not to exceed 100 hours in
service after the initial inspection of step 4. If cracks are found replace with new bellcrank Piper P/N
16423-06, or equivalent, before further flight. Upon installation of bellcrank Piper P/N 16423-06, or
equivalent, the repetitive inspections are no longer required.

Equivalent inspections, parts and alterations must be approved by the Chief, Engineering and
Manufacturing Branch, FAA Eastern Region.

Upon submittal of substantiating data by an owner or operator through an FAA Maintenance Inspector,
the Chief, Engineering and Manufacturing Branch, FAA, Eastern Region, may adjust the compliance
times specified in this AD.

Amendment 39-4040 was effective February 12, 1981.

This amendment 39-4312 is effective February 11, 1982.



